a communication control unit connected to each of the image forming devices by a 
signal line, the communication control unit connecting one of the image forming devices to 
the central service sta^ior^by a communication network, 

each of the image formin^tevices being configured to detect a transmission fault 
from at least one of the central service station and the communication control unit over a 
predetermined period through a periodically^tmted process and to display a signal line 
separation message when the image forming device dbtects the transmission fault from at 



X 



least one of the central service station and the communication^control unit over the 
predetermined period. 
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mended) An image forming device management system, comprising: 
a plurality of image forming devices; 

a central seryi ce sta ti° n f° r providing a maintenance service for the image forming 
devices; and 

a communication control unit connected to each of the image forming devices by a 
signal line, the communicatior^xontrol unit connecting one of the image forming devices to 
the central service station by a communication network, 

each of the image forming deVices being configured to detect a transmission fault of 
the communication control unit over a predetermined period through a periodically initiated 
process and to display a signal line separatioh^message when the image forming device 
detects the transmission fault from the communication control unit over the predetermined 
period, and 

wherein said display of the signal line separation message indicates a transmission 
fault along the signal line between the image forming devrn^ and the communication control 
unit. 
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30N(Amended) An image forming device management system, comprising: 
a pluralityvof means for image forming; 
maintenance ser\^ce means provided for the plurality of means for image forming; and 
means for communicating and controlling, connected to each of the means for image 
^ forming by a signal line, the me^v^or communicating and controlling connecting one of the 
0 means for image forming to the maintenance service means by a communication network, 
each of the means for image forming oenig configured to detect a transmission fault 
from at least one of the maintenance service meansfcnd the means for communicating and 

\ 

controlling over a predetermined period through a periodically initiated process and to display 
a signal line separation message when the means for image forhoing detects the transmission 
fault from at least one of the maintenance service means and the mea^s for communicating 
and controlling over the predetermined period. 

S h D 1^ 36^ Amended) A means for image forming management, comprising: 

a plurality of means for image forming; 

maintenance^ervice means provided for the means for image forming; and 
means for commumcating and controlling connected to each of the means for image 

o 

forming by a signal line, the means for communicating and controlling connecting one of the 
means for image forming to the maintenance service means by a communication network, 

each of the means for image forming being configured to detect a transmission fault 
from the means for communicating and controlling over a predetermined period through a 
periodically initiated process and to display a signal line separation message when the means 
for image forming detects the transmission fault fronrtjie means for communicating and 
controlling over the predetermined period. 
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